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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)KI All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .[3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,108,017 to Katakura et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Katakura discloses a data transfer method in an image 
formation system which is equipped with an image generation controller unit for 
generating bitmap image data of an image (see Fig. 23 and column 18 line 61 -column 
19 line 6), an image formation unit for forming an image on a recording medium (see 
Figs. 1 and 23), an image processing controller unit for controlling the image formation 
unit and also transferring image data at a timing requested by the image formation unit 
(see Fig. 27, column 19 lines 7-25, and column 20 lines 24-31), and respective data 
signal lines for yellow, magenta, cyan and black to be used to transfer the image data 
between the image generation controller unit and the image processing controller unit 
(see Fig. 27), wherein in a case where the number of image bearing bodies of the 
image formation unit is one, when a color image signal is transferred from the image 
generation controller unit to the image processing controller unit, the image signals of 
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one color component for the four lines are simultaneously transferred by using the 

yellow, magenta, cyan and black signal lines repeatedly until the transfer of the image 

signals for one page ends, and then the image signals of the next color component are 

transferred (see column 17 lines 20-24, column 17 line 66-column 18 line 10, column 19 

lines 26-39, and column 20 lines 5-15), and when a black-and-white image signal is 

transferred from the image generation controller unit to the image processing controller 

unit, the image signals of black color component for the four lines are simultaneously 

transferred by using the yellow, magenta, cyan and black signal lines repeatedly until 

the transfer of the image signals for one page ends (see column 17 lines 20-24, column 

17 line 66-column 18 line 10, column 19 lines 26-39, and column 20 lines 5-15). 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, Katakura discloses an image formation system and 

method which is equipped with an image generation controller unit for generating 

bitmap image data of an image (see Fig. 23 and column 18 line 61 -column 19 line 6), an 

image formation unit including plural image bearing bodies of respective color 

components and for performing image formation by transferring on a recording medium 

images of the respective color components formed on the respective image bearing 

bodies (see Fig. 1, column 7 lines 5-17, column 8 lines 25-32, and column 11 lines 1-9), 

and an image processing controller unit for controlling said image formation unit and 

also transferring image data at a timing requested by said image formation unit (see Fig. 

27, column 19 lines 7-25, and column 20 lines 24-31), wherein plural video data signal 
* 

lines of the respective color components are provided between said image generation 
controller unit and said image processing controller unit (see Fig. 27), and when the 
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image data of only a single color is transferred from said image generation controller 
unit to said image processing controller unit, the image data for the plural lines are 
simultaneously transferred by simultaneously using said plural video data signal lines 
(see column 17 lines 20-24, column 17 line 66-column 18 line 10, column 19 lines 26- 
39, and column 20 lines 5-15). 

Regarding claim 5, Katakura discloses a data transfer method in an image 
formation system which is equipped with an image generation controller unit for 
generating bitmap image data of an image (see Fig. 23 and column 18 line 61 -column 
1 9 line 6), an image formation unit for forming an image on a recording medium (see 
Figs. 1 and 23), an image processing controller unit for controlling the image formation 
unit and also transferring image data at a timing requested by the image formation unit 
(see Fig. 27, column 19 lines 7-25, and column 20 lines 24-31), and respective data 
signal lines for yellow, magenta, cyan and black to be used to transfer the image data 
between the image generation controller unit and the image processing controller unit 
(see Fig. 27), wherein in a case where the number of image bearing bodies of the 
image formation unit is one, when a color image Signal is transferred from the image 
generation controller unit to the image processing controller unit, the image signals of 
one color component for the four lines are simultaneously transferred by using the 
yellow, magenta, cyan and black signal lines repeatedly until the transfer of the image 
signals for one page ends, and then the image signals of the next color component are 
transferred, whereby the image signals of the four color components are transferred 
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(see column 17 lines 20-24, column 17 line 66-column 18 line 10, column 19 lines 26- 
39, and column 20 lines 5-15). 

Regarding claim 2, Katakura further discloses wherein in a case where the 
number of the image bearing bodies of the image formation unit is four, when the color 
image signal is transferred from the image generation controller unit to the image 
processing controller unit, the image signals of the respective color components for the 
corresponding one line are simultaneously transferred respectively by using the yellow, 
magenta, cyan and black signal lines repeatedly until the transfer of the image signals 
for one page ends (see Fig. 1, column 7 lines 5-17, column 8 lines 25-32, and column 
1 1 lines 1-9), and when the black-and-white image signal is transferred from the image 
generation controller unit to the image processing controller unit, the image signals of 
black color component for the four lines are simultaneously transferred by using the 
yellow, magenta, cyan and black signal lines repeatedly until the transfer of the image 
signals for one page ends (see column 17 lines 20-24, column 17 line 66-column 18 line 
10, column 19 lines 26-39, and column 20 lines 5-15). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571 ) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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